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EOS Men, and could never find them ſo ingenuous: For, 


£ If the yielding e ie few. ſmall Matters, would win them 
do join cordially with us in the Practice of the ret, þ 
.* -—could very well be content wich it: But I have { e 
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rode e the Ryerar of the 


fate at the Helm, and truly I have ſtudied the Temper of 


Fratif them in any thing, and you do but encourage 
© thei to ask more. They will uſe your Condeſcention as 
an Argument of the Conviction that your own Practice is 
Ill, and their Requiries juſt and reaſonable: Nor will they 
e till all Matters of Decency and Order be 


do make way for their own new- ad 4 2 - 
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YE Full and Fair 15 


DISCUSSION 


OF THE 


PRETENSIONS 


FR. 


OF THE 


DISSENTERS, 


925 2 the IO af the | 
Sacramental Teſt. 


Nee LE Diſtenters, fince the rt . 
* 8 * 2 ſtitution of the Sacramental Teſt, 
by which t they are excluded from 
I all Employments of Profit and 
1} Truſt, unleſs they will ſubmit to 
© take the Lord's-Supper aſter the 
manner of the Church of England, have ſhewn 
themſelves exceedingly uneaſy under this Refic- 
lion. They complain of it as a ſotal Reſtraint. 
upon them, and an abjolute Exclufion from the 
Service of their Coyntry. They pretend, that 
X A 2 Mis 
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uh * 2 „ Violation of the — Rights of * 
Party: an "Invaſion of the natura! Laws of Se- 2 
city and from thence inſinuate, that they labour 
under a molt Tevere Perſecution on account of theig 
N eligion. That Perſecution, on account of Diffe- 
rence in religious Matters, is repugnant to Reafin, 
and to the Zaws.of God; that no human Law 
can be in itſelf valid or juſt, when repugnant to 
theſe ; that the 72 + A being a human Law 
repugnant to theſe, is conſequently in itſelf 
neither valid or i, and therefore 1 t ought ta 
be repealed. 5 


i HE e they FR in the Courſe 
of this Argument, are undeniably juff.. Perfecu- 
ten 18 no doubt unlawful on à religious Account: 
Every Man's Opinion muſt be the Rule to himſelf: 
It ougþt to be ſo, becauſe it muſt be ſo: For no 
external Force can alter any Man's private Senti- 
ments. This is by Nature impoſſible; and what 
is ampoſiible, can never with Fuſtice by required : 
We are all born naturally free, in our 
Thoughts and Actions. We are orally accounts 
able for neither of theſe to any but our Maker, 
In whatever degree our Right over our o Ac- | 
tions may be r this is in our Pocoer to 

give up for our greater Advantage, and for che 
Benefit of Society ; but for our Thoughts, we have: 
no Power over them; we cannot part with them 
if we would, nor is it to be ſuppoſed we ſbould 
if we could; for no Man would deſire SabjefFion 
merely for the. Thing ite; u Man would give 
r 


en 


— Domino over himſelf e 
5 e entors into Society; and it is 
very evident hae this Ceflon of Opinions is in no 
21 Degree eſſential to it; As therefore it is neither po 
ble, nor probable, nor neceſſary, that we ſhould a- 
bandon our Sentiments to the Vill of the Society 
we live in, that Society can' have no- or 


3 de ee prone, fromus. 
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ons \carry'd ſo far, as that the Authors of them 


have expected by their Violence to charge the 

Opinions of Men. There can hardly be found 
wy one ſo ignorant of the Affections of our Minds, 
as to think this a proper Method to effect chat | 
Change: Few have carry'd it ſo far as to con- 
cern themſelves - in the leaſt with the Notions en- 

tertain'd by particular Men, if they keep them to 
themſelves; * We know no Inftanees of this inſup- 
portable Severity, but in the horrid Tribunal of 
the Inquiſition; where Men are ſeiz'd upon dare 
| Suſpicion of holding erroncovs Tenets, forc'd to 


executed for Crimes which perhaps have no other 
Foundation, than the Envy, Malice, and Avarice 
of their Enemies, their awn Jgnorance, or the 
Confuſion arrifing from the Horrors of their Im- 
7 and Proſecution. This is the only 
Perſecution I have heard” of, which 'may be lit- 
_ .. terally' calld a Perſecution of Opinions. The 
| ſhocking Harbarities which. we have frequent In. 


E eee 


are 


bear Teſtimony again themſelves, condemi d and 


5 e were dan the 0 
af the W n of maar 


9 5 een ka wed. + 


WHEN A e Word: Perſecution, Ader 


"im bo be underftood, that I take it not in he 
fame Senſe, nor annex the fame Ideas to it, 


ich it generally bears. Luſeit-to. implay ofly - | 


à Force and Compulſion employ d againſt an 
ane Man, or any Set of. Men, on acoount Er; 
certain Actions, or Conſequences | 
in Matters of 
; out doubt, Perſecution | in 2 Circumſtances, and 3 
under ſime Reſtrictions, may be highly juſt and 
lawful. Nd Man will deny, that if a new He- 


reh ſhould ſpring up, the - Profeſſors of which: | 


mould make it their Principle, or that it ſhould: - 
5 de a natural Conſequence of cheix- Principles, pol 
overturn Society, that the Society might nor-juſthy: = 
uſe any Severities- againſt the Profeſſors of cs 
Hereſy, to drive them from ihemſalves, and force; = 
them to inhabit thoſe Deſarts, and to aſſociate 
themſelves only with thoſe Beaſts, whole Compa- 
nx they would. only be #:ted for: I ſay, no Man: 
in his Senſes would: deny this, becauſe it mut, 
follow, or it nh, follow, that Society would ut- 
terly he deſtroy d hy a Toleratian of ſuch Principles; 


%. 11011 ö : 


and as we-alt-know, that Mer were made r 3 


deny, and that itcis a grund Deſign and Inſtitution = 
5 Cod * the ge Day to-provents at 


an 
eh | 


e that at Doin ad Hit bom ing 
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World, the Principles of which, tho* they 2 1 1 


not tend entirely to the Deſtruction of Society, 
yet their Conſequences are almoſt as bad, as theß 
tend to kep it in eternal Confuſion, which deſtroys 


of Mankind. 
their Doctrines have, that Princes excommunica- 
ted may be depos'd and murder d by their Pe- 


its original Intentim, the Happineſs and Comfort 
What other Tendency can theſe 


ple; that they have a Right to force Mankind, let 7 
them be ever ſo quiet and peaceable, ever ſo obe- 


dient to the Laws of the Land, ever ſo beneficial 


| Members of Society, by Fire and Sword, to take 
up ibeſe Opinions, and mayly others ſuch as theft. 


It cannot be faid, that the Pyfaſſrs of this Reli 
gion have any Right to the Privilges of that Society 
_ which it is their Endeavour to detrey; nor can it 

be any Injuſtice to proceed with any Violence a- 


geainſt Perſons, who, by thus entertaining Prin- 
ciples deſtructive to human Race, have thiown off 


|} - Zuman Nature. Whatever Stare of the Ad- 
Vantages of Society they enjoy among us, chey 


enjoy not of their own Right, but of our Iudulgences 
or if they have any Right, it proceeds from hence, 
that it might be, for ſome temporary Reaſons, 
unprudent and impolitick ; in other Words, preju-. 
dliicial to Society, to drive them totally from us. 
: And this Benefi of Society being our Duty to re- 
: gard, it PENIS an ä upon us not to 
8 farce 


03. 
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be obſerved, that as this Forbearance of Severi- 
ty ariſes. only from the Duties of Policy and 
Prudence, whenever it ſhall happen, that either 
by. great encreaſe of Number, by any  deperate 


_ Attempts from them, or any other: Circumptance - 
or Accident, it may become impolitieł eee 
to hold the ſame Conduct with them longer, the 


Obligation ceaſes, and our Indulgence, according 


to ſuch. Circumſtance or Accident, e 60 


ed in Part, or totally witbdt u. 


THERE 8 bans this ee u- | 


| eee preſent Conduct ta this Set 
of Men. Their double Taxes, and the other Hard- 


ſhips by which they are diſtinguiſhed from thoſe 


of the Protestant Relgion, would admit of uu Ex- 
cuſe, and would juſtly deſerve the Name of 
Neceities,, nay, 1 may even. lay, the: very Being 

of Society, did not iſiſt upon them. This isa 


ſufficient Juſtification, not only of thoſe Hardfips 
we now lay on them, but of any others whatſo- 
ever, if the Circumſtances of Afairs ſſiould ſo 
require: And this. the Difſenters: themſelves 
are ready enough to acknowledge: ; nor do we 


ever find them complaining of our Neęſtrictions 


upon this Set of Men, as amounting to Perſecu- 


1 tion, or an anne. a the 1 _— of 
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IF therefore our Su of the Perſons of this 


| Pane, be allow'd not properly to de- 
_ - ſerve the Nane of Perſecution, or rather not to 
deſerve a Name which implies anunjuft Severity; 


it muſt follow; that nothing can be deem'd a Por 


Yecution, ſuch as is generally underſtood by that 
Word, which is done for the Advantage of Society, 


and that a Society may lay what Penalties, inflict. 


what Puniſoment, and preſcribe what Reftriftions 
they pleaſe, when ſuch Penalties, Puniſhments and 


ki are only impos d for the © generat | 
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tian conſiſts not in At?s of Violence 3 for Violence 
may be in ſome Cafes abſolutely neceſſary, and our 
Duty; but it conſiſts in zing Violence when there 
is 10 "Neceſſity, and that Neceſſity muſt ever, and 


be determin'd by the pablick Advantage 


1 As che greatef Hur bins on this Account, — 


this is the real Occaſion of them, amount to no 


Perſecution : fo, an dhe other Hand, the leaſt In. 
Jury. offer!d, nay the aſt Paritality, may be 
eſteem'd a -Perſectition; and a very wicked one, 


hen it proceeds from any otber Principle than hir. 


From what has been ſaid, may be farther infer d, 
that it is in no manner lawful to perſecute for the 
Opinim in Religious Matters, or becauſe Opinions 
of other Men are different from our own, but be- 
cauſe they are Opinions with relation to civil Mats 


ters, which e 2 n to che Recs Ci | 
tal = 
B 2 4 THUS 


k . 


TH Us . 1 hang $I proper to pre- 
85 1 to explain a little the Nature of Perſecution, 

which is a Word, as I take it, as little underſtood 
as any in our whole Language. What I mean, 


B, that I know no ord by which our Idea are 


more confus d. The World: have almoſt made it 
mar for us to uſe i it, and our Language hardly 
affords us anotber to ſignify any ſort of Reſtric- 
. neee _— 


monly 3 in he wo Senſe; ſo colnmon 
that if ſome Caution were not given, as we are 
| frequently obliged to uſe it in a different Accepta- 
tion, we might draw our Readers into groſ Miſ. 
rakes, or at beſt appear perplexed: and confuſed in 
' thoſe very Paſſages where it is of moſt Importance 
for us to be diſtinct and clear. - I hope this /mall 
* Digrefſion upon the Acceptation of the Word, 
will not appear of 0 Conſequence. As to what 

1 have faid of the Nature of Perſecution itſelf, I 
have thought that of the higbeſt Neceſſity. It is 
from hence I ſhall be enabled to deſtroy the prin- 
cipal Arguments of the Diſſenters ; and T imagine, 


that the Way being cleared thus far, it will not 


be afterwards very difficult to prove, that the De- 


mands of theſe Gentlemen are in no degree reaſon- 


able, and conſequently that we are not to abro- 
gate that Law, of which they ſo pony 
_ complain. 


>” 


I HAVE . lend e de Bs 
nig, chat the of the Diſſenters in their 
— 


bu! 


Abe ir de Heal ts 7h, are frogand | 
© ouſt The Point we are now to examine, is, whe- 
ther the Premiſes are ſo likewiſe: If this ſhould ap- 
"yours: 1 hal no longer Aae the Queſtion with 
2 1 ede Bey will. Unleſs. the Cauſe ao 

very much againſt them, it is natural to ſuppoſe 
Hh; Importunity will prevail: For tho* Impor- 
tunity is the moſt certain Means to encreaſe Op-. 
ow in Matters indifferent, ſuch as Religion ap- 
pears to moſt Men at this time, it is infinitely 
E move than: [oy FEY my can 90 
5 — Webb 17 Aj 


IN . San I fhall RPO a 
agree, that the Tj} A has ſet the Diſſenters up- 
on 2 different Foot from the ret. of the Society: 
-vhes Ce they draw from hence is, that 


their natural Privileges are infringed. - If they ſay 
_ diminiſhed, I allow that likewiſe to be true; for 


pf: > Man's natural Privilzges (ſuch I mean as 
- are his Rights in @ State of Nature) are no. doubt 
| abridg exceedingly by his Entrance into 80 : 
But when infringe implies 16 abridge e t 

1 uy Pr to be their Caſe. e 


IN order to prove 8 Tihall firſt bigs 158 
to ſhew that it is no Infringement of the natural 
Privileges' of Mankind, to lay ſome Men _ 
more ſevere Reſtrictions than others in Society; and 
next I ſhall enquire what are the natural Privileges 
N which ſo great a Noiſe i 1s made, - 


AS 


/ 


28 8 for the firſt, this perfect Equali iy among 
| Ss z I believe it never enter'd into the 
Brains of any Men, but ſuch who from an ex- 
travagant Ambition have founded a Syſtem upon 
Levelling Principles, and the Deftrufion of all Order 

and Decency in the World: I ſay, from an extra- 
vagant Ambition, becauſe they have always de- 
Ferted their Principles as ſoon as they have drawn 
a ſufficient Number of others into them, to work 
theip in Ende.” And it is giving them the moſt 
s Treatment, to ſay, that their Conduct, in the - 
Concluſion, has ever ſhewn that their Principles 
were erroneous. Such an Expectation is chimerical 
and ridiculous, nay abſolutely impoſſible, and that 
any Man may perceive. at the firſt Sight; ſo 
that this being the Foundation of the natural 
Rights of the Difſenters, I ſhrewdly ſuſpect they 
will never. attain the full Enjoyment of enum te as 
long as tbe Ward er 913-1 | 


IF bee Fl . to conſiſt in 1 
ing Men of this Equality, which it may be ſup- 
poſed they might poſſeſs in a State of Nature, 
there is not a Country upon the whole Earth 
where there is not a Perſecution at this Hour exiſt- 
ing 3 nay, Society itſelf is a State of Perſecution. 
The Difſenters may travel as far as Hottentotia, and 
even there not find this aatural Right, and pri- 
mitivs Liberty. The People of Holland, who I 
believe will be allow'd to have as little of Per/ecuy 
fon in cheir — as any under the Sun 

| OE h | (not 


5 fan 
{* not to glſerms: that they FO TER 
dulgence ſo far, as to admit Men of Perſuaſions 
different to thoſe. of the Religion xg ee 
into Places of Profit and. Truſt). yet, I ay, the 
People of Holland themſelves are guilty of Pete 
cution in this Senſe to a high Degree. According 
to this Doftrine, the natural Rights: of thoſs are 
infringed, and they are conſequently perſecuted, 
who labour under heavier Taxes than the reſt of 

the Community; and yet it is notoriouſly, known 
| that theſe Taxes bear the greateſt Diproportion, 
and that at a time when the Province of Utrecht 
may be but moderately burden'd, North Holland 
ſhall pay an Impoſ tion ten times more grievous: 
Nor will it be ſufficient to anſwer, that #bis-is 
done for their own ſakes, becauſe. it is certain, 


that many who have Lands in that Part of the 


Republick, would willingly give them up to the 
Sea for ever, if the Government. would permit 
them to do it. By this Rule the Land- Tau, of 
any other Impoſi tion 1n this Country, may be call'd: 
a Perſecution ; for this exact Equality is not, and 
cannot be preſerved in ſuch Matters; nay, the 
Argument will run ſo far, that a Man who is 
bung d for Murder, or any the moſt enormous 
Crime, may be ſald to ſuffer e and to 
die a Martyr. . 


TH Us it is evident, that the natural Privi- 
hgh of Mankind vaniſh before that hupreme 


Law of all, 'The Safety of the People. It is prov'd, 


vid. bnd, hun, by Onſlow bumh. 
that 


ONE Tr 14 IE 
that this Zaw takes Place of all others in Society 3 a 
And it is fit indeed it ſhould, when we conſider it 
. to be the great Lawef Cod himſelt. It takes Place 
in religious, as well as political Matters: tho in 
2 a juſter-Senſe, it has, : as I obſerved before, a Power © 5 
only in political Matters; becauſe thoſe that are 
| rehgjous, "muſt in a Degree become political, be- 
fore it is poſſible in Nature for any human Law 
to take 5 of them. I think, therefore, 
I have made it ſufficiently plain, that the Dif- 
fentersare not of Neceſſity perſecuted, in not being 
put on the ſame foot with the reſt of their Nel. ; 
ours; that their natural Privileges are not con- 


 ſequently infring'd, but only abridgd, and that 
this may be done | in Oy: Inſtances WANG 5 


auf Severity. 


IT is our Buſineſs 3 in n Plies to en 
quire what are the natural Privileges of Man- 
kind. If it is found that they are debar'd in 
| reality of any, even the Jmalleft of theſe, I will a- 
2 that this amounts to the moſt unjuſt Perſecu- 
tin : But we muſt take care not to be confus'd 
in our Ideas of them, and not to underſtand by 
them ſometimes one Thing, and then anotber: 
they are often us'd to ſignify 0 Things indi- 
ferenihj, as widely diſtant from each other, as 
Tub from Darkneſs. We apply them to 
ſignif/ both ibe Rights of Man in a Slate 
of Nature, and his Rights in a Society. - The Di 
enters draw a great Advantage from this incer- 


tain and dubious — of the Terms. 
„ The | 


1450 


3 their Din 
putes, by bis Means, and often change their Opis 
nions, not by the Conviction which the Arguments 
of their Adverfaries carry with them, but merely. 
becauſe they cannot argue themſelves.” If weliv'd 
4+, 0h England, in a State of Nature, it would behighlx 
proper to argue upon the Pringples on which they 
argue: but 1 thank God, this is not our Cafe, 
nor is it that of any People that we are now ac. 
Auainted within the Moridʒ ſo that it muſt appear 
highly abhſurd to urge the Laws of à State with 


which we have nothing to do, which we neither no˙ 


are in, nor ever can fall into as long as we, Wh 
any of our Paſterity, ſhall remain. What \ we are 
to underſtand here, is the Rights of Men i in a Society, 
which from what I have ſaid before may be thus 
diefin'd. An abſolute, and unlimited Freedom over 
all our Aftions,” as far as may be conſiſtent with the 
general Good: and I will add farther if it will pleaſe 
them (tho? in Truth it is granting nothing at all, 
 atian"exar? Einar, as os as . gs ien m 

au” 1 * End 


FROM e i been faid, 1 thinks it will 
i appear ſuſficientiy evident to any reaſonable Man, 
| thar the Debate between us and 5 Diſſenters, is 
far from being a felggious Diſpute, and that nos 

thing can be more abfurd or rediculous, than for 
them to inſiſt upon the * of the Teſt, as upon 

4 Matter of Conſcience. I believe therefore, I 

may be fully juſtified, if I now put the Contra- 
| Dos a AE Foot, and treat i t like what ie 


idly. is, 4 Matter - of Fal: 1 
I am in no manner of doubt, that 1 ſhall alſo : 
prove, that they have 10 better Pretence to 
2 ee this Ns TG u 


x IN. the e Diſcuſſion 6 this Py: 1 © WY fail + 
e all t ments, or at leaſt all thoſe that 
. e any Appearance of Meigbt, which 
* bare erer been made known tome, either hy ſheir ä 
rp” eee only. thole © which. have. bene (o 
"Wo hs Me: 6 oh nn eats EP), > OS Ts e 252 93 
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„ en upon Crates. . into. che Fg 
eration of it in hit Place, becauſe. I look . ; 
| TO | On i It as a political Virluc, Aa Duty ne Harry | 

_ © © all being of Society, as it tends to promote a Zam 

for the publict Service, Which without it would 
be very apt to flag. and deaden. And hete they 
pretend to ſhew the infinite Advantages? which this 

_ Nation has receiv'd from their ſteady Adherence 

to the” proteſtant Cauſe, and to the Cauſe 3 
Liberty. The three grand Occaſions. upon which 
they have thus gloriou/ly exerted themſelves are, 
aft, That of the great Rebellion : adiy, That of 
the Revolution: and 3dly, That of the late Auen 
' Reign, As to the firſt, we are very ready to al- 
low, chat they did exert themſelves upon that Oc- 
We caſion 3 but how. glorious. is another Queſtion? 
| Mere I to argue BEE ee Cone, I hould 
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| "Ach to omit, tit Pars of thetr Hiſtory fe ; 


I T cannot ſee of what Advantage it can be to them 


5 u Man who fav'd me from dro 


to ſhew that their Party have at any Time de- 
ſttroy'd one Tytanny to ert 
_ _ nbt think my ſelf under any great Obligation to 
ning, and then 
the next Mee; nor can ee 


bad me upon 


the Merit of the Diſſenters, in pulling down KR i 


Ke Charles the Firſt, to ſet up a Power at leaſt as an- 
- bitrary as that which he had exerci/ed, and ſtill 
5 more grievous, as it was far more repugnant to the | 
_ original Fhrm of our Conſtitution, and more oppo- 
5 ei tothegenaral Bent of dhe People The greateſt _ 
Virtus they can boaſt, is to have chang'd the 
Gbape of Slavery and this ſeems to entitle them 


better ta be eſteemed Prometers- of Anarchy 


;  and-Confufton, than Defenders of the Cauſe of E. 
uur. I do not urge this fo far as to inſinuate 


t another. © I ſhould © 


: 2, ay thence, that . proſent Diſtenters are ſtill | 5 


ed By the fame furious. Principles, or to lay 
any Load of Reproach upon them for thoſe Actij- 
ons in which they have had no Hand tbemſelves, 
and which I believe great Numbers of them hearti- 


it only to expoſe the Vanity of their Pretenfions 
to any Indulgence on this Score, and to ſhew, chat 
we lie undder * eee 0 0 e n 
; m #1 SES) 


| * HEIR 3 "Handed ypon Li 
. Screngah of their eme 2 Revolutions a 
hey 


ly wiſſt had never been committed; but I Oſervwe 


They can claim 1 no Afri, buy * of having 
been paſſive upon that Occaſion, which is a Me- 
Fit the Papiſts can claim as well as they; for the 
whole Nation ſubmitted to the Change without 
any Oppoſition from any Selt or Set of Men what- 
ſoever : But I ſhall not leave the Matter with 
them here; I ſhall take the Liberty to look a 
little farther into the Conduct of their Pariy a- 
bout'zhis Time. Let us conſider their Behaviour, 
when King James repeal'd the Penal Laws relating 
to the Diſſenters. This he did without Conſent 
of Parliament, of the Plenitude of his Power, and 
ĩt was one of the moſt illegal and arbitrary Actions 

of his Reign. If it was not done to ſerve the 
Presbyterians, they had ſtill the 4% Reaſon to 
thank him: but how did they exert themſelves 
upon this infamous Violation of the Privileges of 
their Country? Did they petition ? Did they re- 
monſtrate? or did they take up Arms in Defence 
of their ſhatter'd Conſtitu tion? No! But they ad- 
dreſs'd, and that with all the Expreſſions of Foy | 
and Thankfulneſs": And theſe very Addreſſes are 
now in being, to teſtify how great was their Caſe 

of the publick Welfare; how great their at 1 
* in che nag of 2 


8 
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WE have now 155 how far we are b in 
Gratitude to comply with the Diſſenters, on 
Account of their publick Spirit in the Reigns of 
King Charles and King James. Let us next examine 
their Pretenſions to it in that of Queen Anne. ' At 
e e End of ver” Reign, New W 
were 


Fro] 


were id upon them ; pope ng Nation was. 
Alarm'd with the Prof pect of the Pretender, 
and conſequently with the Fears of Popery. The 
Diſſenters could not but ſhare in the general Con. 
ſternation, as they knew they would naturally fall 


by the firſt Victim to it; and therefore they were 


heartily diſpos d, without doubt, to to prevent ſo 
fatal an Accident. In what farther Manner they 
diiſtinguiſned them ſelves i in. the Cauſe of Liberty, I 
cannot tell, unleſs (“ as we are inform'd by one of 
their late Writers) they entered into ſecret Conſeris in 
Javaur of the preſent Royal Family: and how far this 
may be a Recommendation of them, or make i it pri: 
dent to favour them with Places of Profit and Truſt, 
I leave to the ſame Royal Family to determine, 
who poſſibly. may. think, as moſt other Princes 
have done, that thoſe who have been moſt active 
in ſecret Concerts and Cabal, tho' in their own 
Cauſe, are not the moſt propereſt Perſons to be 
N aue, or much reh d upon, | 


W E may a ly perceive pu what has born 
aid, how far we are engag'd in Gratitude to re. 
peal the Sacramental Tat: We ſee how they have 
adled in theſe three Reigns : We likewiſe ſee up- 
on. what Matives they have ated : And we ſee 
alſo, that theſe Metives were no other than thoſe 
of We Intereſts. and not at all that Zeal for the 


mY | The Nature and Conſequences of the Sacramental Tef 8 
| en wy | 
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b 
Cauſe of Liberty, of which they boaſt ſo _—_— 
and on which they ground their Pretenſions. We 


may therefore very readily determine the Degree of 
Obligation which lies upon us, on this Score, which 


zs at beſt fo much, and ſo much only, as would lic 


upon any one Man to another, h had acciden. 


tally, and without Deſign to bis Advantage, done 


bim ſome Service in the Purſuit of bis own Intereſts 3 


yet notwithſtanding the /iztle Merit to which it ap- | 


pears they have a right Claim, they have been re- 
warded as if their Services had been of the bizhet 


Nature. Upon the Acceſſion of his late \ Majeſty . 


to the Throne, he found the Diſſenters labouring 
under the Reſtrickion of three Penal Laws. The 


 Schiſm Alt, the Occaſional Als, and the 2% AF. 


The firſt of theſe debar'd any Diſſenter from 


teaching in any School, except to read and write. 
The Second forbid any ſuch once appearing in any 


other Aſſemblies of religious Worſhip, than thoſe 


of the eftabliſ#?d- Church, under the Penalty of 
Forty Pounds, and forfeiture f Place. The Third 


is the preſent AF, of which they infiſt upon the 

. Repeal; and this requires ever Man to receive the 
| Sacrament, according to the Uſage of the Church 
of England, to qualify him for any Civil or Military 


Employment. It muſt be own'd, that theſe three 


Laws together, lay very hard upon the Difſenters, 


and amounted to a very unjuftifiable Severity. 
The two firſt were very unreaſonable 3 which I be- 
lieve was the Cauſe, rather than the C onfideration of 


| their - Services, that occaſian d their Repeal in 1717. 


k fay, this em d Father to be the Reaſon of their 
| a 1 8 | Repeal | 
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Repeal, tha either chair former. Services, or thoſs | 
in that Reign 3 which, tho' magnify'd by them, 


conſiſted in no more than this, that one Hood, 8 | 


diſſenting Miniſter, at the Time of the Preſton Re- 


bellion, led a Body of four hundred Diſſenters 5 
(Which! he ſupported at his own Charge for ſome | 


Days) to aſſiſt the King's Ti roops in Lancaſhire. 
This may be look d upon as a great Merit in that 
"Miniſter, and in the particular Perſons concern'd 
with him ; but can hardly entitle the whole Party 
to any Reward : And, I think, an Argument 
that makes more. againſt them, than for them» 
fince it proves, that they are by no Means inca- 
pacitated to ſerve. their Country ; from which 
Suppoſition, however, they derive one of their 
fore Pretenſions to this Indulgence. | 


Fo FROM e it appears, that much Favour 
has been ſhewn to this Set of Men, and that they 
have very little Reaſon to accuſe the Government 
of  Ingratitude. Without any Diſparagement of 
their Merit, we may venture to fay, that they 
have had a Reward at leaſt equal to their Deſert. 

And allowing, that they have been of much 
greater Uſe to the-proteſtant Cauſe, and to the 
Cauſe of Liberty, than fear they will be able eaſily 
to prove, I believe it will be found, that they 


have met with a very ſufficient Return, unleſs they 


ſhould pretend to underſtand by Gratitude, what 
was never yetunderſtood by it before, that it ſubjects 
a Man entirely to the Vill and Humours of ano- 
ther ever after, which, if it ſtould be conceded, 


| iT 22 3 
... would neceſſarily render the Conditiin of any Man 


very deploreable, who ſhould lie under any Obi | 
non, * * 125 moſt Nr Nature, to another. 


+ 


1 ſhall now eve this moe?” PIE ind FRY 


less Plea of Gratitude, to enter upon the Conſi- 


. deration of ſome of their other 'Arguments. By 
the Time they have been thoroughly examin'd. 1 
, fear I may be with Juſtice cenfured for giving 
them ſo honourable an Appelation, and in Truth 
they have no Title to it. Thoſe that occur in the 
next Place, are ſuch as are founded upon their 
Numbers and Pouer; both which they are not bare- 
ly content only to repreſent as very conſiderable, 
but they have the Infolence even to carry it fo far 
as to inſinuate, not only in their Diſc ourſe, but 
in their late Writings, * that they are the chief up- 
port of his Majeſty's Crown. How prudent it 
may be, and how likely to reconcile the Minds of 
Men in their Favour, to make ſo ſcandalbus an 
Inſinuation upon the Body of the People of England 
in general, at - zbis Time, or how agreeable 
even it may be to the King bimſelf, I ſhall not deter- 
mine; but this Lwill venture to affirm, that up- 
on due' Conſideration of their Number, it will ap- 
pear to fall very little ſhort of a ?reaſonable Re- 
Fleftion. According to the Calculations the moſt 
favourable to them, they are not feckon'd to make 
one thirtieth Man in this Kingdom; ſo that it will 
follow, that his Majefly has little more than two 


* Vide The true Churchman's Reaſons, Kc. Alſo, rwo 
| Queſtions of preſent PS ge. 
6 banden 
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hundred thouſand of his Subjects, out of ſever < 
Millions, zealouſly attach'd to his Intereſts, or 
concern'd to ſupport his Government. Not to 
conſider how utterly impoſſible it muſt be for 
any Prince to ſtem the Torrent of fuch an univer- 
al Diſaffection; J ſay only, that ſuch an Aﬀer- 
tion favours vety ſtrongly of that very Di/affeftion 3 
it exceeds any Thing of the kind that I have 
ever heard of; and the utmoſt that Count Cyllen- 
borg advanced in his Letters to Baron Goertz, 
to encourage the Sve diſb Attempt in the late 
King's Reign, was, that nine in ten were Re- 
bels. How fooliſh are the Diſſenters to put the 
Matter upon this Iſue; and how much more 
weak would the Government be to comply with 
their Requeſt upon ſuch a Foot. 

WHEN they urge this Argument in other 
Lights, it carries {till with it the ſame Air, and 
makes the ſame Appearauce. They pretend, 
that this cloſer Union with them, would ſtrengthen 
the Government in Cale of either foreign War, or 
inteſtine Commotion; but what need have we to be 
thus frengthen'd ? or rather, how ſhould we be 
 flirengtherd by it at all? If that be true of which 
they boaſt fo much, that they have ever join d, 
and cloſely adbear d to us upon any ſuch Occa- 
ſions, whence are we to fear that they will not 
fill continue to do it? This Fear can ariſe from 
nothing but a Knowledge that they have chang'd 
their Principles, and that they are now ready to 
eſpouſe another Cauſe ; and this, ſurely, will not 
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"call 


be thought a good Argument for us to ) ſtrengthen 
their Hands by Places of Profit and Truft. By 


BUT not to inſiſt o much upon this, or bear 700 
| bard upon them for that which ſeems rather to 
proceed from the Folly of their Leaders, than any il 
Diſpoſition in their Party, I ſhall only obſerve once 
more, that this Noiſe about their Numbers, is a 
very falſ⸗ ere eee and perhaps, upon better 
Conſideration, they may find it heir Intereſt to have 
it thought ſo; for to reflect upon the Story of Mood, 
which I have juſt ao mention'd, and their pity- 
ful Aſſiſtance of four hundred Men upon that oc- 
caſion, it would cruelly impeach their Pretenſions 
on the Foot of Gratitude, if their Number or - 
Power were in any fort equal to what they would 
' have them eſteem d „ 


Ads to their Ne, it 8 neceſſarily be pro- 
gortionate in ſome Meaſure to their Numbers; 
and yet it will appear much 4% than we might 
naturally conclude from thence. The Strength of 
a Party conſiſts greatly in the Weight and Figure 
of its Heads; but their Heads are really Men 
neither of Weight nor Figure. They may have, 


and we ſee they have, Influence enough to dupe 


their own People, and to draw them into idle 
Schemes to promote their private Intereſts, which 
may poſſibly have an End that will prove an- 
lucky to them all; but as for any thing farther, 
we know they have no Pretenſions to it; fo that 
if * their Aſertion was * ich 1 is ſo pal - 


pably 


„ 
pably ot hertuiſe, that I can hardly help laugbing 
when I take Notice of it) that the Government 
were really in Diſtreſs to find Perſons proper to 
. beſtow their Employments upon; or if it were 

true, that the Teſt wou'd prevent them from ac- 
cepting any Office of Honour or Advantage, which 
ve know, by very good Experience, it will not; 
I ſay, allowing all this, yet I cannot readily ſee 
how the Repeal they ſo much ſolicite, could be 
of any Service to the Government, or even to them- 
ſelves, ſince it is more than probable, that they 
would ftill be taken into Employment as little 
2s they are at preſent; ; I fay, more than pro- 
buable ; becauſe upon ſuch an Union between 4s 
and the Diſſenters, the Leaders of that Party muſt 
neceſſarily loſe that little eight which they now 
have; and I am ſure the % Weight they have, 
the (5 likely they are to get into P lace, 


WITH this Ciafataties of their Number and 
Power, all Arguments built upon that rotten 
Foundation, muſt naturally fall to the Ground : 
Many of them, were that Foundation much more 
Jolid, would ſtill be very impolitically urg'd. Among 
the reſt, that which relates to their Uſefulneſs to — 
Crown, in future Elections, which they hint at in 
ſo many of their Pamphlets. It is not to be 
ſuppos d that the Crown either wants or deſires 
ſuch an Influence : and it is ſtill more prepoſter- 
- ous, to offer ſuch an Argument to the Parliament, 
who have ever been jea bus of it, and conſtantly 
your n it, as much as they poſſibly could, 

9 2 THEIR 
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THEIR Mention of Elections, gives me a far- 
ther Opportunity to diſplay both their [n/olence 
and their Weakneſs, in Point of Number and 
Power. As the Laws now ſtand, they have a 
Right to give their Votes for the chuſing of Parka- 
ment Men: this Ryht in general they exerciſc ; 

ik they do not, it is their o Fault, and they 
preclude themſelves. In this, therefore, they 
ſhew their Inſolence, that they are fo reſtleſs and 
turbulent under Zaws to which they have actu- 
ally given their Conſent, in as full a Senſe as the 

People of England are faid to give hers to any 
Act of Parliament that ever yet paſs'd, and in 
as full a Senſe as any Peopl- do it in any Con- 
flitution under the Sun. As to their Weakneſs, it 
may be eaſily judg?d from the inſguificant Num- 

ber of Gentlemen of their Perſuaſion now in the 

HFouſe of Commons ; and this is, no doubt, an ex- 
cellext Rule to follow in this Cafe ; for as they 

cCbuſe their own Repreſentatives themſelves, there 
is little Reaſon to doubt that their Strength in the 

Houſe bears very near a jaſt Proportion to hat 
of their Party. r 


As to another of their Arguments, that this is 

a proper Time for the Repeal of the Teft, I need 

 fay very little to it, after having ſhewn, that 
there will never be a proper Time at all. How- 

ever, I will go out of my Way, /o far as to 
3 prove, that even in this they are very much "mi/- 
N taten; and this I can do, by making ule of their 

| own Reaſons tor its being ſo, which are drawn from 
the profound Tranquility that the Nation at preſent 

enjoys. If our Afairs were in Confuſion, and our 

Government in Danger, the Violence of the Di/- 

1 order might require a deſperate Remedy; but no- 

thing leſs than the moſt abſurd Strain of Politicks, 
| \ . could jnduce us to makę Alterations in — 


"Tt. 


of this Moment ea Tm 1 n, 
' downright Madmen, who would thus unneceſſa- 
rily hazard the Peace and Quiet of the whole 
People. om "=o Ges — * 
Pace as e 


I am 3 led b i by Gn to what I think "af 
invinſibie Reaſon againſt our Compliance with the 
Difſenters Requeſt; and that is, the Danger, if 

not the Cantal of Diſturbances ariſing from it 
to the State. I look upon it, I fay, as cortain, 

that this Change cannot be made withaqut the R- 
vival of thoſe bitter and bloody Conteſts by which · 
we have formerly ſuffered /o Mak, A Man ot 
very moderate Capacity, may eaſily perceive that 

theſe Party Diſputes, tho* they are Bub d for 
the preſent, are not annibilated: They ſleep, and 

| God forbid that they ſhould be Jus ow by us. 

-Let us look back $4 conſider the Conſe att 

that followed upon a Tranſattion of much Z eſs In- 

Portance, tho* ſomething of the /ame Nature with 
this, in the Reign of the late Queen; I mean the 
Tryal of Dr. Sacheveral: We may. readily ſee 
the Bent of the Nation in this Matter, by that 
Inſtance. The People imagined that the Proſe- 
cution of that Parſon was puſh'd by the Preſby- 
terian Interelt : Inconſiderable and — as he 
was in himſelß, this was ſufficient to raiſe Heats 
in the hl Kingdom ſuch as are hardly to be 

f — Pe They imagined it to be a Prelude to 
ſome fatal Alwetions | in the eſtabliſhed Church : 

And the Commons, at that Juncture, in an Ad- 
"refs" to the Queen, expreſſing at the ſame time 

with their Zeal for her Majeſty, and for the. Sup- 

a port and Honour of the Church of England, a Care 


Vile the. Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to the 
relating to Dr. Sacheveral's Tryal. 1509. 
7 1 


[> 9 _ 2 1 - * V * 9 a 
n 2 , 2 Is _— 7 x 
R 33 : 8 
* 2 : . . A 
Ar „ *. « * 


. 
for the Toleration of the Proteſtant Diſſenters. The 
People were fo alarmed even at this light Epreſ- 
Non in their Favor, that they broke out into the 
moſt outragious Flame, and committed all the 
Difforders that their Fury could invent towards 
bo who were in the leaſt ſuſpected to be inclined 
to that Party; but if a bare Suſpicion of a ſight 
Indulgence to the Diſſenters then, could create ſo 
general and violent an Unea/ings, what might 
we expect nom from the total Gratification of 
their Deſires * I ſhould fay, What might we 
not expect? For, as I have already obſerved, it 
» is Folly, either for them, or for us, to flatter our- 
ſelves, that the Minds of Men are ſo alter d as ta 
admit of ſuch a Change with Patience. + © 


I think I have, by this time, ſufficiently ſhewn 
the Weakneſs and Vanity of the Pretenſions of 
the Dyſſenters : I have conſider'd them in a reli- 
gious, as well as a political Light; and I believe 
that they —__ equally frivolous'in both, In the 


- 


firſs Place I undertook to prove, that they ab- 

furdly brand our Uſage of them with the Name 

of Habe and upon this I have ſpent more 

Time than I ſhould vwillingly have done, but from 

the Neceſſity of clearing what properly ought ta 
receive that Appellation, and what is really the 

true Nature of it. This I was obliged to do, 

becauſe upon a miſtaten Notion here, they 

ground their principal Argument. I proceeded 
next to enquire into their real Merit, and the de- | 
gree of Obligation we lie under to them, in Point 


| of Gratitud:. I then examin'd their Pretences of 
it Number and Power, which will appear equally 
ridiculous and impertinent-: And in the 1ſt 
0 Place I have plainly ſnewn, the very great Dan. 
1 [of which . might be apprehended to the Publuck 
| from the Succeſs of their Allempft. 
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I am afraid I have already treſpaſs d % far 
upon my Reader; but J ſhall beg leave to make 
only one or 1 Obſervations more, and I ſhall 


- Firſt then, I cannot but take Notice, that every 
Argument which is us'd by the Presbyterians, in fa- 
vour of themſetves, may be pleaded as firongly in 

_ favour of Arminians, Socinians, Browniſts, Mug. 

gletoniaus, Arians, aud every other Sefary what- 

| ſoever, even Papiſts alſo ; and this ſeems to be 
ackhowleged by them, in lately admitting four 

of the Anabaptiſis into their laſt Committee. I ſhall 
not draw the natural Inferences to be drawn from 
this Conſideration; I leave them to be made by 


Iſhall next obſerve, that if this Scheme ſnould 

take Effe, the King will court his own Ruin 
more than any of his Predeceſſors ever did; the 

Parliament will totally abandon their Care for. the 
publick Wilfare ; the Miniſter will ſhew himſelf 
weary, both of his Poſt and Head; and the Dic 
ſenters will, in all Probability, find, when it is 
ro: late, they have raid à Devil they cannot 


M laſt Obſervation is in general upon what I 
have hinted at hefore. The Irregularity, and Inde- | 
cency of their Behaviour. Their Obſtiacy is in- 
ſupportable, and cannot be better illuſtrated, than 
by recording their Conduct on this Occaſion, in 
ce-0 


_ refuſing to liſten to the Advice of their beſt Friends, 


and in rejecting the almoſt unanimous Opinion of 

their beſt and weft Men, to whom they had re- 
fer'd the Conſideration of this important Affair. 

Vu Deus vult pordere Prius dementat, or elſe it 


would 


nda Government ſo weak" as 
237 inte * with chem. 5 ; 
9 St ſhall cloſ cloibinks ewhat Lhave aid upon 190 Subject, 
Wh a oy our. of the Proclamation of tut 
e the firſt, for Uniformity of Prayer, which 
we find prefixt to the old Common Prayer Books 
bf that Time. And laſt- of all we do 
amen all Men, «that- hereafter they ſhalt ol er 
. "Hor attempt any farther Alteration - inthe com- 
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